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Appendix one – Responses from 
councils and the Department of Planning 
and Environment 
This appendix includes the formal responses from audited councils to the findings in this report. It 
also includes a formal response from the Department of Planning and Environment.  

Snowy Valleys Council advises that documented business continuity systems were in place for 
both former councils amalgamated into Snowy Valleys, and that a consolidated business continuity 
plan was in draft prior to the 2019–20 bushfires. As noted in this report, Snowy Valleys Council did 
not have a finalised business continuity plan in place during the 2019–20 bushfires (page 29). The 
referenced business continuity plans of the former councils were not provided to the Audit Office. 

Snowy Valleys Council has asserted that a theme from this report is 'a lack of adequate state 
funding for asset maintenance or resilience work'. This is an opinion of the Council. The report 
does not comment on the adequacy of State funding arrangements. No NSW Government 
agencies were subject to this performance audit and the audit does not conclude that there is a 
lack of adequate state funding for asset maintenance or resilience work. 

The Audit Office has carefully considered the Council’s concerns and we have concluded that, 
based on objective facts and evidence provided, the scope of this audit was relevant and the 
findings remain balanced, accurate and complete as relevant to the scope. 
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Response from the Department of Planning and Environment 
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Response from Bega Valley Shire Council 

 

  



 

 39 
NSW Auditor-General's Report to Parliament | Local government business and service continuity arrangements for natural disasters | Appendix one – Responses from councils and 
the Department of Planning and Environment 

 

 

  



 

40  

NSW Auditor-General's Report to Parliament | Local government business and service continuity arrangements for natural disasters | Appendix one – Responses from councils and 
the Department of Planning and Environment 

 

 

 

 

  



 

 41 
NSW Auditor-General's Report to Parliament | Local government business and service continuity arrangements for natural disasters | Appendix one – Responses from councils and 
the Department of Planning and Environment 

 

Response from Snowy Valleys Council 
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