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Appendix 4 – Terms used in this report 

Environmental water is water that has been allocated for environmental purposes under the water 
management framework, including both ‘planned’ environmental water (allocated within water 
sharing plans) and ‘held’ environmental water (allocated to water access licences held for 
environmental use). 

Floodplain harvesting is the collection, extraction or impoundment of any water flowing across a 
designated floodplain, including both overbank flow and rainfall runoff (the NSW Floodplain 
Harvesting Policy sets out set exclusions to this definition). 

Groundwater is water sourced from underground water sources, such as aquifers. 

Non-urban water metering in NSW is a national commitment to accurately measuring water taken 
from regulated rivers, unregulated rivers and groundwater systems under a water access licence. 

Non-urban water use is the withdrawal of water from water sources requiring a water access licence 
and associated approvals but not including the management or regulation of water after it has been 
withdrawn by water utilities for the purposes of urban water supply to towns and cities. 

Regulated river is a river system that has major dams or weirs controlling the flow of water, which can 
reduce it or increase it. 

State-owned corporation is a company operating under the State-Owned Corporations Act 1989. 

Stock and domestic water rights is a right under the Water Management Act 2000 for landholders 
with direct water access to take and use water for domestic consumption and stock watering. 

Unregulated river is a river system that does not contain any water storages and its level and flow rate 
cannot be controlled. 

Water access licence is an entitlement to water for a water user under a water sharing plan. 

Water entitlement is a recurring right to a share of water from a water source.  

Water metering is the measurement of water taken by a water user with a specially installed device 
(the ‘meter’). 

Water sharing plan is a 10-year plan prepared under the Water Management Act 2000 to set the rules 
for sharing and trading water from a particular water source among water users and the environment. 

Water source includes any source of water for use in NSW, such as surface water (e.g. rivers or lakes), 
groundwater sources (e.g. aquifers) or harvested flood waters. 

Water supply works approval is an approval for constructing works, such as pumps or bores. 

Water use approval is an approval to authorise the use of water for a specific purpose, such as 
irrigation.  
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