
 Appendix two – Legal opinions 
 

 

The Auditor-General is required by section 52(2) of the Public Finance and Audit Act 1983 (PF&A 
Act) to publish any requests for a legal opinion submitted to the Attorney General or the Crown 
Solicitor under section 33 of the PF&A Act.  

Three legal opinions were received since my last ‘Report on State Finances’, which was released 
on 24 October 2017. 

The three opinions were related to: 

• whether the Auditor-General is to be the auditor of joint organisations and county councils 
under s. 422(1) of the Local Government Act 1993 

• whether the ‘secrecy’ provision in s. 38 of the Public Finance and Audit Act 1983 could be 
relied upon in response to a question, or a demand for a document, by a non-statutory 
Parliamentary committee 

• whether the ‘secrecy’ provision in s. 38 of the Public Finance and Audit Act 1983 could be 
relied upon in response to questions, or a demand for documents, by the Public Accounts 
Committee. 

 
  



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

  



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 

  















 




